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The Paul Brown Collection forms a portion of the Cradle of Coaches Collection and includes
correspondence, playbooks, and other materials pertaining to Paul E. Brown, particularly his time spent
as head coach at Washington High School from 1932 to 1940, head coach of the Great Lakes Naval
Training Center from 1944 to 1945, head coach of the Cleveland Browns from 1946 to 1962, and as head

coach of the Cincinnati Bengals from 1968 to 1975.

While some items in the collection are original, others are photocopies, made from playbooks,

correspondence, news clippings, and other materials.
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PROVENANCE OF THE COLLECTION
Two Miami University alumni from Urbana, Ohio, Gerald Stout ('52), Nick Selvaggio ('88), and Gerald’s
son Steve Stout donated the collection to the Walter Havighurst Special Collections.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

On September 7, 1908, Paul Eugene Brown was born in Norwalk, Ohio. His father, Lester, was employed
by the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railroad. The Browns moved to Massillon, Ohio when Paul was nine. He
played varsity quarterback for the Washington High School Tigers, graduating in 1926.

Having first attended Ohio State University, Brown transferred to Miami University in 1928. He played
for two years as quarterback for the Miami University Redskins under Coach Chester Pittser. While at
Miami, Brown married his high school sweetheart, Kathryn “Katie” Kester, in 1929. He graduated from
Miami with a B.A. in Education in 1930. He would later receive an M.A. in Education from Ohio State
University (1940).

Upon graduation from Miami, Brown began his coaching career as Severn Prep High School head coach
in Maryland from 1930-1931. The team ended the season with a record 16-1-1. Brown then returned to
his Washington High School Tigers as their head football coach. At the end of Brown’s nine years with
the Tigers, the team posted an 80-8-2 record, including a 35-game winning streak. The team’s success
helped to build a new high school stadium, named The Paul Brown Tiger Stadium.

In 1941, Brown became the head coach at Ohio State University, where he became known as “Precision
Paul,” owing to his emphasis on developing players’ speed, intelligence, and precision in execution.
Despite losing a majority of the team to military service, Brown led the Buckeyes to the university’s first
National Championship.

Brown was drafted in 1944 and served as lieutenant (junior grade) in the U.S. Navy at Great Lakes Naval
Station, where he was appointed head coach of the Bluejacket football team. Brown was joined on the
Bluejackets team by fellow Miamians Weeb Ewbank and Ara Parseghian.

In 1946, Brown became part-owner, general manager, and head coach of a new team being formed in
Cleveland that would be entered into the newly created All-American Football Conference (AAFC). The
public was solicited to select a name for the new team. First selected was the name of the “Panthers,”
which had been previously used by another local team with a history for losing games. That name was
rejected. A second solicitation yielded the name “Brown Bombers,” after heavyweight champion Joe
Louis. The name was shortened to the “Browns” and follows the team to this day.

Brown was a great innovator during his time in Cleveland. He was the first to use intelligence tests to
judge players, establish a game film library, instruct players in a classroom setting, use a radio
transmitter to communicate with players on the field, and install face masks on helmets. It was also in
Cleveland that Brown began to draft African-American players who were previously banned from the
league. The NFL and AAFC merged in 1950. In the first year of the merger, the Browns won the NFL
Championship. Brown built a pro football dynasty in Cleveland, posting a 167-53-8 record, four AAFC
titles, three NFL crowns, and only one losing season in 17 years. Regardless of his achievements, he and
the new majority owner, Art Modell, did not always see eye to eye. In 1963, Brown was terminated as
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coach of the Cleveland Browns over a recruitment issue. In 1967, Paul Brown was inducted into the
Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, in 1967.

After a five-year hiatus from professional football, Brown returned as principal owner, general manager,
and head coach of the Cincinnati Bengals. In 1969, his wife Katie passed away. In 1973, he married his
former secretary, Mary Rightsell. Brown stepped down as the Bengals coach on January 1, 1976, but
remained as team president. The Bengals’ current home stadium, which opened in 2000, is named the
Paul Brown Stadium.

Brown passed away in Cincinnati on August 5, 1991, at the age of 82 years. He is buried at Rose Hill
Cemetery in Massillon, Ohio.

SCOPE AND CONTENTS OF THE COLLECTION

This collection traces the professional career of Paul E. Brown. Items are organized chronologically,
beginning with his first professional position as head coach at Washington High School in Massillon,
Ohio, and ending with articles pertaining to Brown’s funeral and lifetime achievements in the field of
professional football.

Brown played as quarterback for two years at Miami University football in the late 1920s. This time
period in his life is not well documented. However, a few photographs are included in this collection
from Brown'’s collegiate football career at Miami.

Several of Brown’s playbooks are included intact in this collection. The collection also includes several
photographs, both framed and unframed.

The playbook entitled 1954 Browns Offense includes a post-it note on the first page that reads,
“Belonged to Howard Brinker, assistant coach and Miami graduate. Cleveland Brown’s 1954 Coach’s
Offense Playbook detail! Dictated. All hand written. No handouts.”

Two playbooks in the collection appear to be duplications; but, in fact, vary in the content contained in
the latter half of each. Both playbooks are entitled Cincinnati Bengals Offense and Defense, 1968.

Brown’s career has been copiously documented by the media. Numerous newspaper clippings, from
across the nation as well as overseas, are included here.

Various materials relating to the Cradle of Coaches general collection have been photocopied in this
section for their specific focus on Paul Brown.

ORGANIZATION OF THE COLLECTION

Series |: Football Career
Subseries |: Washington High School, Massillon, Ohio, 1943
Subseries Il: Great Lakes Naval Training Center, 1944 - 1945
Subseries Ill: Cleveland Browns, 1953
Subseries IV: Cincinnati Bengals, 1968 — 1973
Subseries V: Cradle of Coaches (Miami University), 1941 - 1987
Subseries VI: Death, 1991
Subseries VII: Miscellaneous
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Series Il: Playbooks
Subseries I: Cleveland Browns Offense, 1954
Subseries IlI: Cincinnati Bengals Offense and Defense, 1968
Subseries llI: Cincinnati Bengals Offense and Defense, 1968
Subseries IV: Cincinnati Bengals Defense, 1974
Subseries V: Cincinnati Bengals Defense, 1977

Series lll: Speeches
Series IV: Coaching Philosophy, 1968

Series V: Miscellaneous Oversized ltems

RELATED MATERIALS
PB: The Paul Brown Story. By Paul Brown with Jack Clary. Atheneum. New York: 1980. ISBN: 0-689-
10985-7. Inscription: Best Wishes — Paul E. Brown. SPEC, GV939.B77 A 35 1979

Miami of Ohio — The Cradle of Coaches. By Bob Kurz. Central Printing Co., Dayton: 1983. LCCN: 83-

50645. Chapter Ill: The Cradle’s Pioneers. (Quote on p. 29, descriptions on pp. 41-46, photo on p. 47.)
Inscription: Love and Honor to Miami, Bob Kurz. SPEC.GV711.K87 2002

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Access: This collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Walter
Havighurst Special Collections, Miami University Libraries.

Preferred Citation: Researchers are requested to cite:

Cradle of Coaches Collection, Paul Brown Collection and The Walter
Havighurst Special Collections, Miami University Libraries

in all footnote and bibliographic references.

Provenance: Donated by Steve Stout and Nick Selvaggio.
Processed By: Kimberly Shann (2008), Johnathan Cooper (2012).
Property Rights: The Walter Havighurst Special Collections, Miami University Libraries,

owns the property rights to this collection.

Copyrights: Reproduction of materials in the collection is subject to the restrictions
of copyright law. To use any materials not yet in the public domain, the
researcher must obtain permission from the copyright holder.
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Series I: Football Career
Subseries I: Washington High School, Massillon, Ohio, 1943
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Box

Folder

Description/Contents

Date

1

1

Bulletin to: “All Candidates for the 1943 Washington H.S. Football Squad”
(photocopy)

1943

News clipping with photo. “High School Coach to pro football legend.”
Undated. (photocopy)

Undated

Subser

ies Il: Great Lakes Naval Training Center, 1944-1945

Box

Folder

Description/Contents

Date

1

2

Photograph: Great Lakes Football Team 1944 (Paul Brown, Weeb Ewbank,
and Ara Parseghian). (original in laminate)

1944

Brochure: Here Comes the Navy, Great Lakes on the Gridiron, Great Lakes
Football, 1944 Season. (original jacket, original typed pages)

Title page reads: Football Facts for 1944 from the United States Naval
Training Center, Great Lakes, Illinois. Note to Editors: The information in
the ensuring pages of this brochure is that which is available about the
Great Lakes football team as of September 1, 1944. As in the past,
personnel changes on the squad are anticipated. In the event of personnel
changes or transfers, releases to the press and radio will be made
immediately. Reservations for working press facilities and radio
broadcasting booths for Great Lakes home games should be directed to
[and t.p. is signed by]: Luke Walton, Lieutenant, USNR, Athletic Public
Relations Officer, Room 112, Bldg. 3, United States Naval Training Center,
Great Lakes, lllinois.

TOC: The Game at Great Lakes (2 pages), Press, Radio, Newsreel (1 page),
Commodore R.R.M. Emmet (3 pages), The Story of Great Lakes (2 pages),
1942-1943 Records—1944 Schedule (1 page), Lieut. Cmdr. Paul D. “Tony”
Hinkle (1 page); Alphabetical Roster (1/2 page), Numerical Roster (1/2
page), Lieut. (jg) Paul E. Brown (2 pages), Coaching Staff (1 page), Of the
Bluejackets [team bios, alpha order by last name] (17 pages).

Photograph: Great Lakes Football Team c.1945 (Paul Brown, Weeb
Ewbank) (original in laminate)

1945

Letter from Ara Parseghian to Steve Stout citing the influence Paul Brown
had on his own coaching career. (photocopy)

Undated
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Subseries IlI: Cleveland Browns, 1953
Box Folder | Description/Contents Date
1 3 News clipping with photo of Browns Staff, 1953. (photocopy) 1953
“Paul Brown — The Coach / Paul Brown — The Man”. By Dante Lavelli. Undated
(photocopy)
News clipping with photo of Paul Brown (HC) and Otto Graham (QB). Undated
Undated. (photocopy)
Subseries IV: Cincinnati Bengals, 1968 - 1973
Box | Folder | Description/Contents Date
1 4 News clipping. Publicity Photo (as Christmas Card) : 1968 Cincinnati 1968
Bengals. Reverse reads: With many thanks for your support of the
Bengals, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, Paul E. Brown. (original)
News clipping. 9”x6” Index Card with signatures of Cincinnati Bengals 1968 -
football staff and players (in green ink). Undated (ca. 1968-1973). 1973
(photocopy)
News clipping. “Brown’s Trademark”. Sunday, January 11, 1970. 1970
(photocopy)
News clipping. Publicity Photo: 1973 Cincinnati Bengals (original in color) 1973
News clipping. Article: “Rude Welcome Back For Paul”. By Tex Maule. Undated
Undated. (photocopy)
News clipping. “Cincinnati’s Success Reflects His ‘Genius’, Bengals Bear Undated
Paul”. By Jack Murphy, Copley News Service. La Jolla, CA. Undated.
News clipping. Photo insert depicting Bengals football staff in Riverfront Undated
Stadium office. Photo by Jack Klumpe. (photocopy)
Map case Bengals 1° Game Plan vs. San Diego in wood frame, September 6, 1968. 1968
Photocopy of original in Paul Brown’s handwriting.
Map case Photograph. Paul Brown signaling from the sideline at Cincinnati Bengal’s ca. 1970
game. Color, 48 cm x 63 cm. Black acrylic frame.
Map case Photograph. Paul Brown in office with Cincinnati Bengal’s staff deciding on | ca. 1970
draft picks. 62 cm x 43 cm, b&w.
Map case Photograph. Paul Brown signing autographs for children at field. 13” x ca. 1971
11.5”, color.
Map case Photograph. Paul Brown at game sideline. 47 cm x 71 cm, color. ca. 1971
Map case Poster. The 1973 Cincinnati Bengals Coaching Staff. Head shots of 1973
coaches, drawn by Hank Zureick. 44 cm x 73 cm, b&w.
Subseries V: Cradle of Coaches (Miami University), 1941-1987
Box Folder | Description/Contents Date
1 5 Article: “Miamians In The Coaching Field”. By Gilson Wright. Miami 1941
University Bulletin, January 1941. Original with photos.
1 5 News clipping. Photo Insert: “Coaching Success—From Same School”. 1958

Hamilton, Ohio, Journal—The Daily News. Saturday, November 8, 1958.
(original)
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Box

Folder

Description/Contents

Date

Press Release (untitled). Miami University News Bureau, Oxford, Ohio,
1958. (Original on letterhead from the office of Robert T. Howard,
director.)

News clipping. “Miami’s Cradle Of Coaches, An Image Of Excellence!” By
Phil Dietrich. Akron Beacon Journal. Sunday, February 14, 1965. (original)

1965

News clipping. “Miami (Ohio): Where Winning Coaches are Spawned” By
Jerry Walker. The Journal, Lorain, Ohio. Sunday, January 4, 1970.

1970

News clipping. “Walker Writes On ... Part Five of Series” By Jerry Walker.
The Miami Student. Tuesday, March 2, 1971. (original)

1971

Press Release (untitled). Miami University Sports Information. Oxford,
Ohio, August 22, 1974. Transcript of Cradle of Coaches tape made June 20,
1970, at Millett Hall. (Specifically, comment by Clive Rush about Paul
Brown and Weeb Ewbank on p.12.) (Original on letterhead from the office
of Dave Young, Director.)

1974

Insert: Tribute to The Cradle of Coaches (untitled). Journal-News, 1982.
Includes article: “Paul Brown”, p. 20. (photocopy)

1982

News clipping. “Miami of Ohio, A Coaching Factory”. By Bob Oates. Los
Angeles Times, July 21, 1987. (photocopy)

1987

Publication: “Miami Hall Of Fame”. Undated original with photos. Includes
article by Paul Brown, entitled: “What Miami Has Meant To Me”.

Undated

News clipping. “Miami of Ohio...” By Ira Berkow, NEA. Undated. (Original
affixed to Miami University Sports Information letterhead from the office
of Dave Young, Director.)

Undated

News clipping. “Cradle of Coaches, Miami’s Heritage...”. Morning Star,
Okinawa. Undated. (Original affixed to Miami University Sports
Information letterhead from the office of Dave Young, Director.)

Undated

Subser

ies VI: Death, 1991

Box

Folder

Description/Contents

Date

6

News clipping. “Paul Brown: 1908-1991, No-nonsense system a lasting
legacy”. By Gordon Forbes. USA TODAY, Tuesday, August 6, 1991.
(photocopy)

1991

News clipping, containing three articles: “A player, a coach—a winner,”by
John Fay, USA TODAY; “Reaction to Brown’s death,” unknown author;
“Bengals remember an intense but sensitive leader,” by Gary Mihoces.
(photocopy)

Undated

News clipping. “Years at OSU were his most exciting”. By Paul Hornung.
Undated. (photocopy)

Undated

News clipping. Columbus Dispatch. Photo caption reads, Sam Wyche talks
to team about Paul Brown’s death. (photocopy)

Undated
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Series IlI: Playbooks
Subseries I: Cleveland Browns Offense, 1954
Box Description/Contents Date
1 Basic Information: Form of Running 1954
Basic Information: How to Take Calisthenics
Basic Information: How to Work on Machines
Basic Information: Warm-up Routine
Basic Information: Side Tackle
Basic Information: Head-on Tackle
Basic Information: Shoulder Charge
Basic Information: Long Body Block
Basic Information: Reverse Body Block
Basic Information: Protecting the Passer
Basic Information: Double Team
Basic Information: Down Field Blocking
Basic Information: How to Run Signals
Basic Information: How to Run Stationary Scrimmage
Basic Information: The Huddle
Basic Information: Quarterbacks Calling the Signals in the Huddle
Basic Information: Principles of Numbering Plays
Basic Information: Man in Motion
Basic Information: General Principles of Pass Defense
Individual: Teams for G[a]me
Charts: Spacing and Offensive Formations
Team Offensive Plans: Play Diagrams
Team Offensive Plans: Teams for 49ers — Pre-Season
Team Offensive Plans: Offensive Plans vs. 49ers
Team Offensive Plans: August 21, 1954 Offensive Plans — Pre-season Green
Bay at G.B.
Team Defensive Plans: Defensive Huddle
Team Defensive Plans: Defensive Principles
Section 1 (6 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Section 10 (4 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Section 20 (3 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Section 30 (3 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
2 Section 40 (7 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)

Section 50 (2 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Special Plays (4 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Screens (6 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Section 60 (4 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Section 70 (5 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Section 80 (7 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Section 90 (4 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
Section 100 (1 page, play diagrams)
Special Passes (5 pages, play instruction, play diagrams)
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Box

Description/Contents

Date

Kicking Game (7 pages, play/position instruction, play diagrams)

Subseries Il: Cincinnati Bengals Offense and Defense, 1968

Box

Description/Contents

Date

2

Book Regulations (1 page) Automatic System of Fines (1 page)

1968

Memorandum from Office of Commissioner Rozelle on Squad Discipline (1
page)

Club Rules and Regulations (1 page)

Basic Information (3 pages)

Basic Offensive Fundamentals (3 pages)

The Huddle (2 page)

Blocking Terminology (4 pages)

Offensive Formations (1 page, play diagrams)

Nomenclature (2 pages)

Important Rules — Severe Penalties (1 page)

Two Minutes (1 page)

Pass Protection Individual Secondary Techniques (6 pages, diagrams)

Spread Punt (3 pages, play diagrams

Coverage of Punts (4 pages, play diagrams)

Punt Return (1 page)

Place Kick (1 page, play diagram)

Kicking Off and Covering the Kick-off Positions... Short Kick (1 page,
diagram)

Middle Return (1 page, diagram)

Kick-off Return, Left (1 page, diagram)

Kick-off Return, Right (1 page, diagram)

Defensive Coverage (1 page, diagrams)

Pass Offense (3 pages, play diagrams)

Formation Offense (1 page, play diagrams)

Blocking Assignments (187 pages, play diagrams, a few pages with original
hand note

General Defensive Principles (6 pages)

Offensive Terminology Related to Defense (4 pages)

Offensive Formations (1 page, diagrams)

Offensive Receiver Variations (1 page, diagrams)

Numbering System - Running Offense (2 pages, play diagrams)

Basic Pass Terminology (1 page, play diagrams)

The Defensive Huddle (6 pages, play diagrams)

Individual Secondary Techniques (6 pages, diagrams)

Man To Man Coverage (9 pages, play diagrams)

Fundamentals of Line Backer Play (10 pages)

Defensive Line Fundamentals (5 pages)

Defensive End Techniques (5 pages, diagrams)

Defensive Tackle Techniques (3 pages, play diagrams)
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Box Description/Contents Date
Field Goal and Extra Point Defense (1 page, play diagrams)
Defensive Play Strategies (12 pages, play diagrams)
Defensive Front — Stunts (5 pages, play diagrams)
Defensive Play Strategies (6 pages, play diagrams)
Run Support (15 pages, play diagrams)
Blitz Coverage (6 pages, play diagrams)
Subseries IlI: Cincinnati Bengals Offense and Defense, 1968
Box | Binder Title Description/Contents Date
2 1968 Bengals Offense and Book Regulations (1 page) 1968
Defense (new binder)
Automatic System of Fines (1 page)
Club Rules and Regulations (1 page)
Memorandum from Office of Commissioner Rozelle
on Squad Discipline (1 page)
Basic Information (3 pages)
Basic Offensive Fundamentals (3 pages)
Nomenclature (2 pages)
Blocking Terminology (2 pages)
The Huddle (1 page)
Offensive Formations (2 pages, play diagrams)
Two Minutes (1 page)
2 1968 Bengals Offense and Important Rules — Severe Penalties (1 page)
Defense (new binder)
Offensive Play Strategies with Diagrams (115 pages)
Defensive Play Strategies with Diagrams (75 pages)
Kick Strategies with Diagrams (18 pages)
Subseries IV: Cincinnati Bengals Defense, 1974
Box Description/Contents Date
2 1974 Training Camp Schedule (7 pages) 1974

Stretching Exercises (1 page)

Basic Information (6 pages)

Philosophy (2 pages)

Run Series (2 pages, play diagrams)

Flare Control (3 pages, play diagrams)

Receiver Pass Tree (2 pages, play diagrams)

Huddle Procedure (2 pages, diagram)

Two Minute Defense (2 pages)

Run Support (18 pages, play diagrams)

Team Pursuit (6 pages, play diagrams)

Fronts (17 pages, diagrams)

Stunts (10 pages, diagrams)
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Box

Description/Contents

Date

Blitzes (22 pages, diagrams)

Line Techniques (16 pages, play diagrams)

Linebacker Techniques (29 pages, play diagrams)

Secondary Techniques (6 pages, play diagrams)

Coverages (1 page, hand notes in pencil)

Cover 1 (10 pages, play diagrams, hand notes)

Cover 2 (16 pages, play diagrams, hand notes)

Cover 3 (21 pages, play diagrams, hand notes)

Cover 5 (9 pages, play diagrams, hand notes)

(
(
Cover 4 (11 pages, play diagrams)
(
(

Cover 8 (9 pages, play diagrams)

Cover 9 (9 pages, play diagrams, hand notes)

Blitz (5 pages, play diagrams)

Short Yardage (2 pages, play diagrams)

Goal Line (9 pages, play diagrams)

Special (6 pages, play diagrams)

Basic Information (10 pages, includes a statement by Paul Brown 1977

addressing the organization’s policy on non-prescription drug use, printed

on original Bengals letterhead.

Subseries V: Cincinnati Bengals Defense, 1977

Box

Binder Title

Description/Contents

Date

2

1977 Bengals Defense

Philosophy (1 page)

1977

Terminology (21 pages, play diagrams)

Offensive Formation (7 pages, play diagrams)

Blitzes (4 pages, play diagrams)

Stunts (7 pages, play diagrams)

Huddle Procedure (2 pages, diagram, hand note

2 Minute Defense (2 pages, play diagram)

Run Support (15 pages, play diagrams)

Team Pursuit (6 pages, play diagrams)

Fronts (0 pages)

Pro (10 pages, play diagrams)

Ram (9 pages, play diagrams)

Okie (13 pages, play diagrams)

Short Yardage (11 pages, play diagrams)

Goal Line (5 pages, play diagrams)

Coverages (0 pages)

Cover 2 (10 pages, play diagrams)

Cover 3 (8 pages, play diagrams)

Cover 3D (4 pages, play diagrams)

Cover 4 (10 pages, play diagrams)

Cover 6 (5 pages, play diagrams, hand notes)
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Box | Binder Title Description/Contents Date
Cover 7 (4 pages, play diagrams)
Cover 8 (5 pages, play diagrams)
Cover 20 (4 pages, play diagrams)
Cover 30 (13 pages, play diagrams)
Blitz (10 pages, play diagrams)
Kicking (26 pages, play diagrams)
Series lll: Speeches/Videos
Box | Description/Contents Date
1 First Lecture — First Half (15 pages) 1975
1 First Lecture — Second Half (21 pages)
1 DVD. Copy of 1973 Training Camp Speech. 90 minutes. 1973
1 Paul Brown — A Football Life. Documentary 2015
Series IV: Coaching Philosophy
Box Description/Contents Date
1 Automatic System of Fines (1 page) 1968
Club Rules and Regulations (1 page)
1 Basic Information (3 pages)
Basic Offensive Fundamentals (3 pages)
QA Calling Signals in Huddle / QB at Line of Scrimmage (1 page)
Two Minutes (1 page)
Spread Punt (2 pages)
General Defensive Principles (10 pages)
Defensive Line Fundamentals (5 pages)
Pro Defense / Defensive Line Play (1 page)
Series V: Miscellaneous Oversized Items
Location Description of Item Date
Map case Photograph in wood frame. Description on the back reads: Paul Brown ca. 1971
shaking hands with Steve Stout at Bengals training camp in Wilmington.
Map case Poster #1 was created by the collection donor and contains various Undated
copies of news clippings and photographs from this collection
highlighting significant events in Brown’s career.
Map case Poster #2 was created by the collection donor and contains various Undated

copies of news clippings and photographs from this collection
highlighting significant events in Brown’s career.
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