
W. D. HOWELLS 

William Dean Howells, author, editor, and critic was born on March 1, 1837 in Martinsville, now Martin’s 
Ferry, Ohio.  The son of a printer, Howells began working as a typesetter and a printer’s apprentice before 
serving a term as city editor of the Ohio State Journal in 1858.  He published poems, stories and reviews in 
Atlantic Monthly and other magazines, and wrote for the Cincinnati Gazette and The Sentinel.  He was 
awarded the post of U.S. Consul to Venice in 1861 for his service to the Lincoln presidential campaign.  
After leaving Venice, Howells became assistant editor (1866-1871) and then editor (1871-1888) of the 
Atlantic Monthly.  Although he wrote over a hundred books in various genres, including poems, literary 
criticism, plays, memoirs, and travel narratives, Howells is best known for his realistic fiction, including A 
Modern Stance (1881).  Howells remained proud of his Ohio roots throughout his life.  In the latter part of 
his career, he drew increasingly on life in Ohio in his autobiographic works (A Boy’s Town, 1890) and his 
novels (The Kentons, 1903).  A staunch critic of racial intolerance, Howells was a founding member of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909.  William Dean Howells 
died in New York City on May 11, 1920. 
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Modern instance, a novel by William D. Howells.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1881 
 King Library + Special Collections  PS2025 .M68 1881a 

Modern Italian poets; essays and versions by W. D. Howells.  Freeport, NY: Books for Libraries, 1972.  
Reprint of the 1887 edition. Rentschler Library  PQ4109 .H7 1972 

Mother and the Father. dramatic passages by William Dean Howells.  New York: Harper, 1909 
 Special Collections  PS2027 .M6 1909 

Mouse-trap, and other farces by W. D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1889  
  SWORD + Special Collections  PS2026 .A1 1889a 

Mouse-trap: a farce by W.D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1886 Special Collections  PS2027 .M7 1897 
Mrs. Farrell; a novel by William Dean Howells, introduction by Mildred Howells. New York; London: 

Harper, 1921 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .M78 1921 
Mulberries in Pay’s garden by William Dean Howells.  North Bend, OH: John Scott; Cincinnati: Western 

Literary, 1906 Special Collections  PS2-29 .M79 1906x 
My literary passions by W. D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1895 SWORD+ King Library + 

 Special Collections  PS2033  .A63 1895 
My Mark Twain; reminiscences and criticisms by W.D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1910 

 SWORD  PS1331 .H62 1910 
My Year in a log cabin by W. D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1893 Rentschler Library + 

 Special Collections  PS2029 .M8 1893 
New Leaf Mills; a chronicle by W.D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1913 SWORD + 

 Rentschler Library + Special Collections  PS2025 .N49 1913 
Niagara Book; a complete souvenir of Niagara Falls, containing sketches, stories and essays …  by 
W.D. Howells, Mark Twain, Prof. Nathaniel S. Shaler, and others.  Buffalo: Underhill and Nichols, 1893
 Special Collections  F127 .N8 N59 1893 
No love lost; a romance of travel by W.D. Howells.  New York: Putnam, 1869 

 Special Collections  PS2031 .N6 1869 
Old Northwest.  Oxford, OH: Miami University, 1982.  Vol. 8, nos 1-2 Spring-summer 1982 includes 

“W.D. Howells; Ohio and Beyond” Special Collections F351 .O442 1982 
Open-eyed conspiracy; an idyl of Saratoga by W.D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1897 

 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .O6 1897x 
Out of the question, a comedy by W.D. Howells.  Boston: Osgood, 1877 

 Special Collections  PS2027 .O7 1877 
Out of the question: and at the sign of the savage by W.D. Howells.  Edinburgh: Douglas, 1897 

 Special Collections  PS2027 .O7 1897 



Over the black coffee compiled by Arthur Gray.  New York: Baker & Taylor, 1902.  Note: Includes 
“Modern Italian poets” by W.D. Howells. Special Collections  GT2918 .O94 1902fb 

Pair of patient lovers by W. D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1901 Rentschler Library + 
 Special Collections  PS2028 .A1 1901 

Parlor-car and the sleeping-car by William D. Howells.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1918 
 Special Collections  PS2-27 .P3 1918 

Parlor-car; a farce by W.D.  Howells.  Boston: Osgood, 1876 Special Collections  PS2027 .P3 1876 
Parting and a meeting by W.D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1896 
 Special Collections  PS2025 .P33 1896 
Parting friends; a farce by W. D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1911 SWORD + 

 Special Collections  PS2027 .P4 1911 
Pastels in prose from the French translated by Stuart Merrill, illustrated by Henry W. McVickar, 

introduction by William Dean Howells.  New York: Harper, 1890 SWORD + 
 Special Collections  PQ1278 .P27 1890 

Pebbles, monochromes, and other modern poems, 1891-1916 by W.D. Howells, edited by Edwin H. 
Cady.  Athens: Ohio University, 2000 King Library  PS2030 .C33 2000 

Plots and characters in the fiction of William Dean Howells by George C. Carrington, foreword by 
George Arms.  Hamden, CT: Archon, 1976 King Library  PS2037 .P54 C3 

Poems by W.D. Howells.  Boston: Osgood, 1873 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2030 .A2 1873 
Poems of George Pellew edited and with introduction, by W. D. Howells.  Boston: Clarke, 1892 

 SWORD  + Special Collections  PS2539.P7 A17 1892 
Poems of two friends by W.D. Howells.  Columbus: Follett Foster, 1860 

 Special Collections  PS2030 .A1 1860 
Poets and poetry of the West; with biographic and critical notices by William T. Coggeshall.  New York: 

Follett Foster, 1864.  Note: Includes W.D. Howells. Special Collections  PS561 .C7 1864 
Poets of Ohio; selections representing the poetical work of Ohio authors from the pioneer period to the 

present day, with biographical sketches and notes by Emerson Venable.  Cincinnati: Clarke, 1909.  
Note: Includes W.D. Howells Special Collections  PS571 .O3 U4 1909 

Political debates between Hon. Abraham Lincoln and Hon. Stephen A. Douglas in the celebrated 
campaign of 1858, in Illinois: including the preceding speeches of each at Chicago, Springfield, 
etc.; also the two great speeches of Mr. Lincoln in Ohio in 1859, as carefully prepared by the 
reporters of each party and published at the times of their delivery.  3rd edition by W.D. Howells. 
Columbus: Follett Foster, 1860 Special Collections  E457.4 .L73 1860a 

Previous engagement; a comedy by W.D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1897 
 Special Collections  PS2027 .P7 1897 

Pride and prejudice by Jane Austen, introduction by W.D.  Howells.  New York; Chicago: Scribner, 1918
 SWORD + King Library + Special Collections  PR4034 .P75 1918 

Public meeting of the American Academy and the National Institute of Arts and Letters in honor of 
William Dean Howells, president of the Academy from its inception to the date of his death; William 
Milligan Sloan, president of the Academy, presiding.  New York: American Academy of Arts and 
Letters, 1922 Special Collections  PS2033 .A7 1922 

Published comment on William Dean Howells through 1920: a research bibliography by Clayton L. 
Eichelberger.  Boston: Hall, 1976. SWPRD + Special Collections  PS2034 .E43 1976 

Quaint courtships edited by W.D. Howells and Henry Mills Alden.  New York: Harper, 1906 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS648.L6 Q34 1906a 

Questionable shapes by W. D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1903 
 SWORD + Special Collections PS2025 .Q4 

Quiet rebel; William Dean Howells as social commentator by Robert L. Hough.  Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska, 1959 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2037 .S6 H6 1959 

Ragged lady; a novel by W. D. Howells, illustrated by A.I. Keller.  New York; London: Harper, 1899
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .R35 1899 



Realism of William Dean Howells, 1889-1920 by George N. Bennett.  Nashville: Vanderbilt University, 
1973 King Library + Special Collections  PS2034 .B4 1973 

Realist at war; the mature years, 1885-1920, of William Dean Howells by Edwin Harrison Cady.  
Syracuse: Syracuse University, 1958 King Library + Rentschler Library + 
 Special Collections  PS2033 .C23 

Realist in the American theatre: selected drama criticism of William Dean Howell edited and with 
introduction by Brenda Murphy.  Athens: Ohio University, 1992 King Library  PN1623 .H65 1992 

Recognition of Robert Frost; twenty-fifth Anniversary edited by Richard Thornton.  New York: Holt, 
1937.  Note: Includes critical review by W.D. Howells. SWORD + King Library + 
 Special Collections  PS3511.R94 Z9 

Recollections of life in Ohio, from 1813-1840 by William Cooper Howells, introduction by his son, 
William Dean Howells.  Cincinnati: Clarke, 1895.  Conclusion by W. D. Howells. 
 King Library + Special Collections  F495 .H85 

Register: a farce by W.D. Howells.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1884 
 Special Collections  PS2027 .R4 1884 

Rise of Silas Lapham  by W. D. Howells.  New York: Grossett and Dunlap, 1885. 2 volumes 
 Special Collections  PS2025 .R5 1884b 

Road to realism; the early years, 1837-1885 of William Dean Howells by Edwin Harrison Cady.  
Syracuse: Syracuse University, 1956 SWORD+Rentschler Library + 
 King Library + Special Collections  PS2033 .C25 

Roman holidays, and others by W.D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1908 
 SWORD + Special Collections  DG428 .H8 1908 

Room forty-five; a farce by W.D. Howells.  Boston; New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1900 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2027 .R6 1900 

Saturday Review of Literature.  New York: Saturday Review, 1945.  Note:  Vol. 28, no. 1, Jan. 6, 1945 
includes “Howells in the Ohio Valley” by Robert Sinclair Special Collections  Z1219 .S252 1845 

Sea-change, or love’s stowaway, a lyricated farce in two acts and an epilogue by W.D. Howells.  Boston: 
Ticknor, 1888 Special Collections  PS2027 .S4 1888 

Sea-music: an anthology of poems and passages descriptive of the sea edited by Mrs. William Sharp.  
London: Walter Scott, [ca 1887].  Note:  Includes works by W.D. Howells. 
 Special Collections PN6110 .S4 S5 1887 

Sebastopol by Count Leo Tolstoy, translated from the French by Frank D. Millet, introduction by W.D. 
Howells.  New York: Harper, 1887 Special Collections  PG3366 .S4213 1887 

Second odd number; thirteen tales by Guy de Maupassant, translated by Charles Henry White, 
introduction by William Dean Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1917. 
 Special Collections  PQ2349 .A4 E74 1917 

Seen and unseen at Stratford-on-Avon; a fantasy by W.D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1914
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .S44 1914 

Selected letters by W.D. Howells, edited and annotated by George Arms ... et al.  Boston: Tway, 1979-
1983.  6 volumes King Library  PS2033 .A4 

Selected literary criticism by W.D. Howells.  Bloomington: Indiana University, 1993.  3 volumes 
 King Library +Special Collections PS2022 .H35 1993 

Selected Mark Twain-Howells letters 1872-1910 edited by Frederick Anderson, William Gibson and 
Henry Nash Smith.  Cambridge: Belknap Press, 1967 King Library + 
 Special Collections  PS1331 .A445 1967 

Selected short stories of William Dean Howells edited by Ruth Bardon.  Athens: Ohio University, 1997
 King Library  PS2022 .B37 H69 1997 

Selected writings by W. D. Howells, edited and with an introduction by Henry Steele Commager.  New 
York: Random House, 1950 SWORD + King Library + Special Collections PS2022 .C6 1950 

Seven English cities by W.D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1909 
 SWORD + Special Collections  914.2 H839s 



Shadow of a dream, and an imperative duty edited with notes and introduction by Edwin H. Cady.  New 
Haven: College and University, 1962. Special Collections  PS2025 .S5 1962b 

Shadow of a dream; a story by W.D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1890 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .S5 1890 

Shadow of the cathedral; a novel by Vincent Blasco Ibanez, translated from the Spanish by Mrs. W. A. 
Gillespie, with a critical introduction by W. D. Howells.  New York: Dutton, 1919 
 SWORD + Rentschler Library + Special Collections  PQ6603 .L2 C3513 1919 

Shapes that haunt the dusk edited by William Dean Howells and Henry Mills Alden.  New York: Harper, 
1907 SWORD + Special Collections PS648.F3 S52 1907 

Short studies of American authors by Thomas Wentworth Higgison.  New York: Dillingham, 1880.  Note:  
Includes W.D. Howells SWORD  PS121 .H5 1976b 

Sixty American opinions on the war.  London: Unwin, 1915.  Note: Includes W.D. Howells 
 Special Collections  D523 .S5 1915 

Sketch of the life and character of Rutherford B. Hayes by William D. Howells.  New York: Hurd and 
Houghton; Boston: Houghton, 1876. Special Collections  E682 .H85 

Sleeping-car and other farces by William D. Howells.  Boston; New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1891, c1889
 Special Collections PS2026 .A1 1891 

Sleeping-car, a farce by William D. Howells.  Boston: Osgood, 1883 SWORD + 
 Special Collections  PS2027 .S6 1883 

Smoking car; a farce by W.D. Howells.  Boston; New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1900 
 Special Collections  PS2027 .S7 1900 

Son of Royal Langbrith: a novel by W.D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1905 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .S6 1905 

Southern lights and shadows edited by William Dean Howells and Henry Mills Alden.  New York; 
London: Harper, 1907 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .S69 1907 

South-sea idylls by Charles Warren Stoddard, introduction by W.D. Howells.  New York: Scribner, 1911
 Special Collections  PS2930 .S69 1911 

Staging Howells: plays and correspondence with Lawrence Barrett edited by George Arms, Mary Bess 
Whidden, and Gary Scharnhorst.  Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 1994 
 King Library  PS2033 .A43 1994 
 NOTE: Contains the complete correspondence between Howells and Barrett, in addition to the 
original version of Howells’ Counterfeit Presentment, the earliest version of his A New Play, and a 
manuscript fragment of his Civil Death. 

Stops of various qvills by W. D. Howells, illustrated by Howard Pyle.  New York: Harper, 1895 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2031 .S8 1895 

Stories of Ohio by W.D. Howells.  New York; Cincinnati: American Book, 1897 
 Special Collections  F491.3 .H68 1897x 

Story of a country town by E. W. Howe with an appreciation by William Dean Howells.  New York: 
Harper, 1917 Special Collections  PS2014 .H5 S76 1917 

Story of a play; a novel by W. D. Howells. New York; London: Harper, 1898 SWORD + 
 Special Collections  PS2025 .S86 1898 

Suburban sketches by W. D. Howells.  Boston: Osgood, 1872 SWORD + 
 Special Collections  PS2029 .S8 1872 

Swiss family Robinson, or, the adventures of a shipwrecked family on an uninhabited isle near New 
Guinea by David Wyss, illustrated by Louis Rhead, introduction by W.D. Howells.  New York; 
London: Harper, 1909 SWORD + Special Collections  PT2583 .W9 S313 1909 

Their husbands’ wives edited by W.D. Howells and Henry Mills Alden.  New York; London: Harper, 1906
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS648 .W6 H68 1906 

Their silver wedding journey by W. D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1899.  2 volumes SWORD + 
 Special Collections  PS2025 .T47 1899 



Their wedding journey by W.D. Howells.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1895 SWORD + 
 Special Collections  PS2025 .T52 1895b 

They of the high trails by Hamlin Garland, preface by W.D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1916
 Special Collections  PS1732 .T54 1916 

Three American radicals by Sender Garlin, foreword by Howard Zinn.  Boulder, CO: Westview, 1991.  
Note:  Includes W.D. Howells King Library  HN90 .R3 G27 1991 

Three villages by W. D. Howells.  Boston: Osgood, 1884 Special Collections  F74 .L67 H7 1884 
Three years in Chili by a lady of Ohio; edited and rewritten by W.D. Howells.  Columbus: Follett, Foster, 

1861.   Special Collections  F3063 .M572 1861 
Through the eye of the needle; a romance by W. D. Howells.  New York; London, Harper, 1907 

 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .T57 1907 
Tom Brown’s school-days, by an old boy (Thomas Hughes), with numerous illustrations made at Rugby 

School by Louis Rhead, introduction by W.D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1911 
 SWORD + King Library + Special Collections  PR4809 .H8 T6 1911 

Traveller from Altruria, a romance by W. D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1908 
 King Library + Special Collections  PS2025 .T73 1908 

Treasury of war poetry; British and American poems of the world war, 1914-1917 edited by George 
Herbert Clarke.  Boston; New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1917. Includes works by W.D. Howells 
 Special Collections  PN6110 .W28 C52 1917 

Tuscan cities by William D. Howells.  Boston; New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1894 
 SWORD + Special Collections DG734 .H85 1894 

Under the sunset ... edited  by William Dean Howells and Henry Mills Alden.  New York; London: Harper 
and Brothers, 1906 SWORD + Special Collections PS648.W4 U53 1906 

Undiscovered country by W. D. Howells.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1880 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .U6 1880 

Unexpected guests: a farce by W. D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1899 
 Special Collections  PS2027 .U5 1899 

Unity of Italy; the American celebration of the unity of Italy at the Academy of Music, New York, Jan. 
12, 1871, with the addresses, letters, and comments of the press.  New York: Putnam, 1871.  Note:  
Includes W.D. Howells. SWORD + Special Collections  DG498 .U6 

Vacation of the Kelwyns; an idyl of the middle eighteen-seventies by William Dean Howells.  New York; 
London: Harper, 1920 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .V32 1920 

Venetian life by W.D. Howells.  London: Trubner, 1866 Special Collections  DG675.6 .H6 1866 
Voice on the wind and other poems by Madison Cawein.  Louisville: Morgan, 1902.  Review by W.D. 

Howells quoted on p.3 Special Collections  PS1277 .U64 1902 
W.D. Howells and art in his time by Clara M. Kirk.  New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University, 1965 

 King Library + Special Collections  PS2033 .K49 
W. D. Howells as critic edited by Edwin H. Cady.  London; Boston: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1973 

 King Library  PS2028 .W14 1973 
War of the critics over William Dean Howells edited by Edwin H. Cady and David L. Frazier.  Evanston, 

IL: Row Peterson, 1962 SWORD + King Library + Special Collections PS2034 .C3 
What they say day by day, helpful messages from leading living Americans prepared by Francis Harvey 

Green.  Philadelphia: Jacobs, 1916.  Note:  Includes W.D. Howells 
 Special Collections  PN6075 .G75 1916 

Whole family; a novel by 12 authors.  New York; London: Harper, 1908.  Note:  Includes W.D. Howells 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS3545 .H96 1908 

William Dean Howells by Clara M. Kirk and Rudolf Kirk.  New York: Twayne, 1962 SWORD + 
 King Library + Rentschler Library + Gardner-Harvey Library+ Special Collections  PS2033 .G5 

William Dean Howells by William M. Gibson.  Minneapolis: University of Minnesota, 1967 
 King Library + Rentschler Library + Gardner-Harvey Library+ Special Collections  PS2033 .G5 



William Dean Howells: a bibliography compiled by Vitro J. Brenni.  Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow, 1973 
 King Library + Rentschler Library + Special Collections  PS2033 .Z9x B74 

William Dean Howells; a critical study by Delmar Gross Cooke.  New York: Dutton, 1922 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2034 .C6 

William Dean Howells; a study by Oscar W. Firkins.  Cambridge: Harvard, 1924 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2033 .F5 1924 

William Dean Howells; a study of the achievement of a literary artist by Alexander Harvey.  New York: 
Huebsch, 1917 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2034 .H3 

William Dean Howells and the ends of realism by Paul Abeln.  New York: Routledge, 2005 
 King Library  PS2037.R37 A24 2005 

William Dean Howells: a writer’s life by Susan Goodman and Carol Dawson.  Berkeley: University of 
California, 2005. King Library  PS20333 .G66 2005 

William Dean Howells; an American life by Kenneth S. Lynn.  New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 
1971 King Library + Rentschler Library + Special Collections  PS2033 .L9 

William Dean Howells on Mark Twain: American, artist, humorist and humanitarian by Om Prakash 
Bali.  Thesis (M.A.)  Oxford, OH:  Miami University, 1969 King Library Thesis 1969 B198 

William Dean Howells: representative selections with introduction, bibliography, and notes by Clara 
Marburg Kirk and Rudolf Kirk.  New York: Hill and Wang, 1961. 
 Special Collections  PS2022 .K5 1961 

William Dean Howells; the development of a novelist by George N. Bennett.  Norman: University of 
Oklahoma, 1959 SWORD + King Library + Special Collections  PS2033 .B4 

William Dean Howells; the friendly eye by Edward Wagenknecht.  New York: Oxford University, 1969 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2033 .W3 

William Dean Howells, the realist as humanist by William Alexander.  New York: Franklin, 1981 
 King Library  PS2033 .A69 1981 

Winifred Howells by W.D. Howells.  n.p.: privately printed, 1891? 
 Special Collections  PS2029 .W56 1891 

Woman’s reason, a novel by William D. Howells.  Boston: Ticknor, 1882 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .W65 1882 

World of chance, a novel by W.D. Howells.  New York: Harper, 1893 
 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2025 .W67 1893 

Years of my youth by W. D. Howells.  New York; London: Harper, 1916 
 SWORD + Rentschler Library + King Library + Special Collections  PS2033 .A65 1916 

 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=- 

The following titles are dedicated to William Dean Howells: 
In the footprints of Heine by Henry James Forman, illustrated by Walter King Stone.  Boston; New York: 

Houghton Mifflin, 1910 SWORD + Special Collections  DD801 .H34 F77 1910 
In the Levant by Charles Dudley Warner.  Boston: Osgood, 1877 Special Collections DS48 .W28 1877 
Literary landmarks of Venice by Lawrence Hutton.  New York: Harper, 1896.  Based upon an article 

printed in Harper’s Magazine, July 1896. SWORD + Special Collections  DG679 .H98 1896 
Plantation lays and other poems by Belton O’Neall Townsend.  Columbia, SC: Calvo, 1884 

 Special Collections  PS3089 .T3 1884 
Red city: a novel of the second administration of President Washington by S. Weir Mitchell, illustrated 

by Arthur I. Keller.  New York: Century, 1908 SWORD + Special Collections  PS2414 .R33 1908 
Writing to Rosina by W. H. Bishop.  New York: Century, 1894 Special Collections  PS1100 .W75 1894 
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